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MINUTES 

Meeting of the 

Board of Parole Commissioners 

September 29, 2021 
 
NOTE: The following minutes have not been approved and are subject to revision at the next meeting 

of the Board. 

 

The Board of Parole Commissioners held a public meeting on September 29, 2021, beginning at 1:00 PM at 

the following locations: 

 

Conference room at the central office of the Board of Parole Commissioners, located at 1677 Old Hot 

Springs Road, Ste. A, Carson City, NV and video conference at the Parole Board Office, 4000 S. Eastern 

Avenue, Ste. 130, Las Vegas, NV. 

 

I. Open Meeting, call to order, roll call 1:00 PM. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman DeRicco. Present in Carson City were Commissioner Baker, 

Commissioner Jackson and Commissioner Weisenthal. Present in the Las Vegas office were Chairman 

DeRicco, Commissioner Bailey, Commissioner Christiansen, and Commissioner Verchio.  

 

Support staff in attendance: 

Katie Fraker, Executive Secretary 

Jeremy Meador, Administrative Assistant II 

Forrest Harter, Hearing Examiner I 

Kelli Mellinger, Hearing Examiner II 

Kathi Baker, Management Analyst III 

Matt Thrasher, Management Analyst I 

 

Members of the public present in Carson City included: 

Katie Brady, Deputy Attorney General 

 

Members of the public present in Las Vegas included: 

Patricia Adkisson 

 

II. Public Comment.  No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this item of the agenda until 

the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an item upon which action may be 

taken pursuant to subparagraph (2) of NRS 241.020. 
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Public comment – Carson City, NV 

No public comment. 

 

Public comment – Las Vegas, NV  

No public comment. 

 

III. For possible action: Review/Approval of minutes from the August 30, 2021 Board meeting. 

Motion: Approve the minutes from the August 30, 2021 Board meeting. 

Made: Commissioner Baker 

Seconded By: Commissioner Jackson 

Votes in Favor: DeRicco, Baker, Weisenthal, Jackson, Christiansen, Verchio, 

Bailey 

Votes Opposed: None 

Results: Motion passed 

 

IV. Workshop, Public Comment, and Possible Action: The purpose of this workshop is to solicit 

comments from interested persons and for the Board to discuss modifying NAC 213.518.  This 

proposed regulation is necessary to carry out the provisions of NRS Chapter 213, pursuant to 

NRS 213.10885, and NRS 213.1099, a regulation relating to the determination of whether to 

grant parole: Consideration of additional aggravating and mitigating factors; and providing other 

matters properly relating thereto.  After receiving comments, the Board may take action to 

amend the regulation before it is sent to the Legislative Counsel for review and drafting.  No 

action may be taken upon a matter raised during a period devoted to comments by the general 

public until the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an item upon which 

action may be taken pursuant to subparagraph (2) of NRS 241.020. 

Workshop for Proposed Regulations on NAC 213.518(1) 

 

Overview of Workshop 

Board Members in attendance in the Carson City office:  

Commissioner Jackson 

Commissioner Baker  

Commissioner Weisenthal 

 

Board Members in attendance in the Las Vegas office: 

Chairman DeRicco 

Commissioner Christiansen 

Commissioner Verchio 

Commissioner Bailey 

 

Support staff in attendance: 

Katie Fraker, Executive Secretary 

Jeremy Meador, Administrative Assistant II 

Forrest Harter, Hearing Examiner I 

Kelly Mellinger, Hearing Examiner II 
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Kathi Baker, Management Analyst III 

Matt Thrasher, Management Analyst I 

 

Members of the public present in Carson City included: 

Katie Brady, Deputy Attorney General 

 

Members of the public present in Las Vegas included: 

Patricia Adkisson 

Workshop: 
The purpose of this workshop is to solicit comments from interested persons on the following general 

topics that may be addressed in the proposed regulation: 

The Board to discuss modifying NAC 213.518. This proposed regulation is necessary to carry out the 

provisions of NRS Chapter 213, pursuant to NRS 213.10885, and NRS 213.1099, a regulation relating to 

the determination of whether to grant parole: Consideration of additional aggravating and mitigating 

factors; and providing other matters properly relating thereto.  

Summary of Testimony 
Chairman DeRicco stated the purpose of this workshop is to solicit comments from interested persons 

and for the Board to discuss modifying NAC 213.518.  Chairman DeRicco provided the proposed 

regulation is necessary to carry out the provisions of NRS Chapter 213, pursuant to NRS 213.10885, and 

NRS 213.1099, a regulation relating to the determination of whether to grant parole consideration of 

additional aggravating and mitigating factors; and providing other matters properly relating thereto.  

Chairman DeRicco stated that after receiving comments, the Board may take action to amend the 

regulation before it is sent to the Legislative Counsel for review and drafting. Chairman DeRicco 

provided that no action may be taken upon a matter raised during a period devoted to comments by the 

general public until the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an item upon which 

action may be taken pursuant to subparagraph (2) of NRS 241.020. 

 

Chairman DeRicco introduced Kelly Mellinger, Hearing Examiner II. 

 

Kelly Mellinger facilitated and began the workshop by stating the reason for this workshop is for 

discussion of amending NAC 213.518(1). Ms. Mellinger stated workshops are to provide interested 

persons with a reasonable opportunity to meet informally with agency staff to discuss the general subject 

matter of the proposed regulation. Ms. Mellinger provided that the Board will be asking those in 

attendance for their thoughts, concerns, and suggestions regarding the proposed regulation. Ms. 

Mellinger provided that since the workshop is being video conferenced to our Southern office, speakers 

from both locations will be invited to participate and stated that the scope of this workshop is limited to 

the proposed regulation that will be discussed.  

Ms. Mellinger provided that this workshop is for discussion to amend regulation NAC 213.518(1) to 

makes language changes to make it clear that the factors contained in NRS 213.10885 and NRS 

213.1099 are always considered after establishing an initial assessment to determine whether to grant 

parole to a prisoner. 
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Ms. Mellinger provided that the proposed changes are to Section 1 of NAC 213.518 to change the 

wording from, NAC 213.518 (1) “After establishing an initial assessment regarding whether to grant 

parole pursuant to NAC 213.516, the Board may consider additional aggravating and mitigating factors 

to determine whether to grant parole to a prisoner,” to NAC 213.518 (1) “After establishing an initial 

assessment regarding whether to grant parole pursuant to NAC 213.516, the Board will consider the 

factors contained in NRS 213.10885 and NRS 213.1099 and may consider additional aggravating and 

mitigating factors to determine whether to grant parole to a prisoner.”  

 

Chairman DeRicco stated the perfect language is not needed on the draft regulation, as the Legislative 

Council Bureau (LCB) will review the draft and likely alter the language.  

 

Chairman DeRicco provided that this regulation is in reference to NRS 213, pursuant to NRS 213.10885, 

and NRS 213.1099. Chairman DeRicco stated that the Board first reviewed this issue at our July 2021 

meeting, and the Board voted to work on updating the language of this regulation.  Chairman DeRicco 

provided that the proposed language change appears to conform with statute and that this is the time for us 

as a Board to discuss and to solicit comments from any other interested persons.  Chairman DeRicco stated 

he would like to start with comments by any interested persons before moving on to Board members and 

asked if there is anyone in Carson City that would care to make public comment on this regulation?  

 

Public comment – Carson City, NV 

See attached written public comment from John Quintero #93282 

See attached written public comment from Evan Grant #1159544 

See attached written public comment from Patricia Adkisson 

 

Chairman DeRicco asked if there is there anyone in Las Vegas that would care to make public comment 

on this regulation?   

 

Public comment - Las Vegas 

Patricia Adkisson provided the following statement 

 

Good afternoon, I'm here to comment on Agenda Item Number IV, the applicable statutory scheme in 

Nevada. Chapter 213 confers limited authority to this Board, when taking any action related to parole 

consideration. The effective Nevada Administrative Code must establish clear objective criteria and 

standards. NAC 213.518 does not establish any such objective criteria, nor does it establish a standard. A 

weighted value must be applied in order to give an objective effect in the determination. The legislature 

mandates objective criteria and standards in order to ensure the uniform operation and application of this 

Board's determination related to parole action, as contemplated by NAC 4 Nevada constitution article 4. The 

legislative purpose is to safeguard against arbitrary and capricious determinations. Parole is a grace of the 

state, that grace must be applied in a manner consistent with a uniform application and operation of laws, as 

well as equal protection of our system of laws. Otherwise, this Board could simply ignore the standards and 

only grant grace of our state through personal biases. I actually had submitted written comments that I'd like 

to go ahead and read as well. 

 

Chairman DeRicco stated that the Board had received a copy of that statement that Ms. Adkisson was going 

to read.  
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Ms. Adkisson asked the Board to please consider the following comments related to your discussion of 

the possible modification of NAC 213.518:  

In order to bring NAC 213.518 into compliance with the statutory authority conferred for its creation by 

the legislature pursuant to NRS 213.10885 and NRS 213.1099 this Board must establish a weighted 

value for each aggravating factor and each mitigating factor. Without the establishment of this objective 

measurement sought, no objective standard is defined. The use of any factor contemplated pursuant to 

NAC 213.518 for Parole action, based upon an undefined standard, is simply a subjective review and 

prevents a fair hearing. Parole is a grace of the state, but the Board is not permitted to grant or deny 

parole as a whim based on subjective standards not sufficiently defined with a weighted value. Parole 

action in this manner can never be said to be applied in a manner consistent with concepts of a fair 

hearing. It implicates equal protection issues and runs afoul of principles related to the uniform operation 

and application of general laws as enshrined in the Nevada constitution Article 4 subsection 21. Please 

establish a weighted known value for each factor related to NAC 213.518. Thank you for your 

consideration, 

 

Chairman DeRicco stated that he is aware of some documents that were received regarding this regulation, 

and that the Board has copies of these documents. Chairman DeRicco provided that these documents may 

be incorporated into today’s discussions. Chairman DeRicco indicated that the Board members should feel 

free to address any comments or submitted documentation concerning language changes to present to LCB. 

Chairman DeRicco provided that if there are not any changes to the proposed draft regulation, at a 

subsequent meeting, after LCB has had the opportunity to review the proposed language, these comments 

and submitted documentation will be addressed.   

 

Chairman DeRicco asked if any of the Commissioner’s cared to discuss or comment on NAC 213.518? 

There was no discussion. 

 

Chairman DeRicco stated that after considering all the comments provided today, as well as the written 

documentation provided by Mr. Grant, Ms. Adkisson, and Mr. Quintero, I am comfortable with what has 

been provided on this item and I believe that it is sufficient to move forward to LCB. Chairman DeRicco 

provided that regarding Mr. Grant’s submitted documentation, that Chairman DeRicco requested a small 

change to NAC 213.518(1).  This change is to replace the word “additional” with the word “relevant.” 

Chairman DeRicco stated he is requesting that NAC 215.518(1) now read, “After establishing an initial 

assessment regarding whether to grant parole pursuant to NAC 213.516, the Board will consider the 

factors contained in NRS 213.10885 and NRS 213.1099 and may consider relevant aggravating and 

mitigating factors to determine whether to grant parole to a prisoner.”   

 

Chairman DeRicco provided that after further review of this regulation, he believes that the Board 

should conduct another workshop on this same statute, to address subsections (2) and (3).  Chairman 

DeRicco provided that the Board may want to clean up some of the language included in these sections 

for greater clarity.   
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Motion: The Board approve the proposed draft regulation changes 

made today in reference to NAC 213.518(1), for submittal to 

the Legislative Counsel Bureau for review, examination, and if 

appropriate, language revision. 
Made: Chairman DeRicco 

Seconded By: Commissioner Verchio 

Votes in Favor: DeRicco, Jackson, Baker, Weisenthal, Christiansen, Bailey, 
Verchio 

Votes Opposed: None 

Results: Motion Passed 

 

V. For discussion and possible action: The Board will discuss and may take action to update and or 

modify the “Operation of the Board” document that outlines the procedural functioning of the 

Board.  This document may be updated and modified in the future as needed.   

 

Chairman DeRicco discussed the Boards ongoing project of updating and reviewing selected sections in 

the Operation of the Board manual as discussed at the August 30, 2021 Board meeting. 

 

Chairman DeRicco introduced the first section for review, Chairman’s Veto of Recommendation to 

Deviate from Guidelines. He referred to the suggested changes as noted in the handout “Chairman’s 

Veto.” Board members agreed that the proposed language changes were appropriate. 

 

Motion: Approve the Chairman’s Veto of Recommendation to Deviate from 

Guidelines as distributed. 

Made: Commissioner Jackson 

Seconded By: Commissioner Bailey 

Votes in Favor: DeRicco, Jackson, Baker, Weisenthal, Christiansen, Verchio, 

Bailey 

Votes Opposed: None 

Results: Motion Passed 

 
Chairman DeRicco introduced the second section for review, Parole Applications. He referred to the 

suggested changes as noted in the handout “Parole Applications.” Board members agreed that the suggested 

language changes were appropriate as distributed. 

 

Motion: Approve the Parole Applications section as distributed. 

Made: Commissioner Baker 

Seconded By: Commissioner Weisenthal 

Votes in Favor: DeRicco, Jackson, Baker, Weisenthal, Christiansen, Verchio, 

Bailey 

Votes Opposed: None 

Results: Motion Passed 

 
Chairman DeRicco introduced the next section for review, Case Hearing Representatives. He referred to the 

suggested changes as noted in the handout “Case Hearing Representatives.” Commissioner Weisenthal read 
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section two. He explained that at a prior meeting Chairman DeRicco read a list of all Hearing Examiners and 

Hearing Representatives, so he felt it was necessary to be included in the Operations of the Board. Board 

members agreed that the suggested language changes were appropriate as distributed. 

 

Motion: Approve the Case Hearing Representatives section as distributed. 

Made: Commissioner Bailey 

Seconded By: Commissioner Verchio 

Votes in Favor: DeRicco, Jackson, Baker, Weisenthal, Christiansen, Verchio, 

Bailey 

Votes Opposed: None 

Results: Motion Passed 

 

Chairman DeRicco introduced the fourth section for review, Parole Violation Hearings. He referred to the 

suggested changes as noted in the handout “Parole Violation Hearings.” Board members agreed that the 

suggested language changes were appropriate as distributed. 

 

Motion: Approve the Parole Violation Hearings section as distributed. 

Made: Commissioner Jackson 

Seconded By: Commissioner Baker 

Votes in Favor: DeRicco, Jackson, Baker, Weisenthal, Christiansen, Verchio, 

Bailey 

Votes Opposed: None 

Results: Motion Passed 

 
Chairman DeRicco introduced the final section for review, Parole Hearings. He referred to the suggested 

changes as noted in the handout “Parole Hearings.” Board members agreed that the suggested language 

changes were appropriate as distributed. 

 

Motion: Approve the Parole Hearings section as distributed. 

Made: Commissioner DeRicco 

Seconded By: Commissioner Verchio 

Votes in Favor: DeRicco, Jackson, Baker, Weisenthal, Christiansen, Verchio, 

Bailey 

Votes Opposed: None 

Results: Motion Passed 

 

VI. For discussion and possible action: The Board will consider and act on an Order issued by the 

Supreme Court of the State of Nevada in the matter of David Levoyd Reed vs. Brian E. 

Williams, Sr., Warden, Case No. 82059.  The Office of the Nevada Attorney General will 

provide the Board with an overview of the order.  The Board will determine how to proceed, 

which may include whether to seek en banc reconsideration of this ruling.  The Board may 

interrupt the open meeting and exclude the public for the purpose of having an attorney-client 

discussion of this matter pursuant to NRS 241.015(3)(b)(2).  
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Chairman DeRicco called for this open meeting agenda item to be interrupted to exclude the public for the 

purpose of having an attorney/client discussion of this matter, pursuant to NRS 241.015(3)(b)(2).  

 

Chairman DeRicco called the meeting back on record.  

 

Motion: The Nevada Board of Parole Commissioners not seek en banc 

consideration of the order issued by the Supreme Court of the 

State of Nevada in the matter of David Levoyd Reed vs. Brian E. 

Williams, Sr., Warden, Case No. 82059. 

Made: Commissioner DeRicco 

Seconded By: Commissioner Bailey 

Votes in Favor: DeRicco, Jackson, Baker, Weisenthal, Christiansen, Verchio, 

Bailey 

Votes Opposed: None 

Results: Motion Passed 

 

VII. Public Comment.  No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this item of the agenda until 

the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an item upon which action may be 

taken pursuant to subparagraph (2) of NRS 241.020. 

 

Public comment – Carson City, NV 

No public comment. 

 

Public comment – Las Vegas, NV  

No public comment. 

 

VIII. For possible action: The Board may act to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion: To adjourn the September 29, 2021 meeting of the Nevada Board of 

Parole Commissioners 

Made: Commissioner DeRicco 

Seconded By: Commissioner Christiansen 

Votes in Favor: DeRicco, Jackson, Baker, Weisenthal, Christiansen, Verchio, 

Bailey 

Votes Opposed: None 

Results: Motion passed 

 



Patricia Adkisson 

702-505-2861 

faithandjoesmom@gmail.com 

 

 

Nevada Board of Parole Commissioners 

1677 Old Hot Springs Rd. Suite A Room 301 

Carson City, NV. 89706 

 

         September. 25, 2021 

 

 

RE; PUBLIC COMMENTS AGENDA ITEM IV- MEETING OF THE BOARD SEPTEMBER.29, 2021 

 

Dear Board,  

Please consider the following comments related to your discussion of the possible modification 
of NAC 213.518; In order to bring NAC 213.518 into compliance with the statutory authority conferred 
for its creation by the legislature pursuant to NRS 213.10885 and NRS 213.1099 this board MUST 
establish a WEIGHTED VALUE for each aggravating factor and each mitigating factor. Without the 
establishment of this objective measurement sought, no objective standard is defined. The use of any 
factor contemplated pursuant to NAC 213.518 for Parole action, based upon an undefined standard, is 
simply a subjective review and prevents a fair hearing. 

 Parole is a grace of the state, but the board is not permitted to grant or deny parole as a whim 
based on subjective standards not sufficiently defined with a weighted value. Parole action in this 
manner can never be said to be applied in a manner consistent with concepts of a fair hearing. It 
implicates equal protection issues and runs afoul of principles related to the uniform operation and 
application of general laws as enshrined in the Nevada constitution Article 4 subsection 21. Please 
establish a weighted known value for each factor related to NAC 213.518.  

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Patricia Adkisson 
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